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The timber industry on the south coast of New South Wales will benefit from five grants totaling $669,853 under the joint Commonwealth/NSW Forest Industry Structural Adjustment Package (FISAP) Federal Member for Eden-Monaro, Gary Nairn, recently announced.

Mr Nairn said the companies – Bruce Mathie and Sons Pty Ltd, Eden Logging Pty Ltd, Hammond Logging Pty Ltd, McKinnells Pty Ltd and Eden Logging Investigation and Training Team were based in the Bombala, Bega Valley and Eurobodalla Council Shires.

Bruce Mathie and Sons Pty Ltd of Narooma will receive $165,400 to assist with the purchase of mechanical harvesting equipment.

Eden Logging Pty Ltd of Eden will receive $112,200 and Hammond Logging Pty Ltd of Bombala will receive $127,600 to assist with the purchase of mechanical harvesting equipment.

McKinnells Pty Ltd of Eden will receive $158,403 to assist with the purchase of mechanical harvesting equipment and new haulage equipment and

Eden Logging Investigation and Training Team in association with South East Timber Association will receive $106,250 to assist with the purchase of a mechanical harvesting simulator and related equipment for the training of timber harvesting contractors.

“The introduction of the new harvesting and haulage equipment will bring significant economic, environmental and health and safety benefits to the companies and to their employees,” Mr Nairn said.

“The provision of a mechanical harvesting simulator will help to overcome a shortage of trained harvesting operators in southern New South Wales and will ensure the maximum benefits are obtained from the introduction of new harvesting technology.”

Through FISAP, the Australian Government is supporting the continued development of a sustainable, efficient, competitive and value-added native hardwood industry.
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