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Eden woodchip mill backs down on Green Power claims

The operator of the Eden woodchip mill has been forced into an embarrassing backdown over claims that its planned native forest fuelled power station would produce ‘Green Power’, according to Greens NSW MP John Kaye.

Dr Kaye said: “After a Greens’ complaint to the Australian Consumer and Competition Commission (ACCC), South East Fibre Exports (SEFE) have agreed to withdraw a leaflet which uses the expression ‘Green Power’ to promote its proposal for a 5 MW biomass power. 

“SEFE’s voluntary withdrawal came after the Greens pointed out that the use of native forestry by-products excludes the proposed development from the GreenPower scheme.   

“SEFE was using the worst kind of green-washing. 

“A power station that uses 51 thousand tonnes of so-called mill wastes each year would contribute to the unsustainable harvesting of the South East forests and push up the region’s greenhouse gas emissions.

“Country Energy has already ruled out purchasing Renewable Energy Certificates crated by the proposed plant.

“Electricity consumers looking to pay a premium for a sustainable source of energy would most definitely reject a power station that fed off the destruction of the forests of the South East.

“While the ACCC ruled that it did not have legal powers to stop the deceptive claim being made, the public exposure has caused SEFE to change from ‘Green Power’ to ‘Green Energy’. 

“While the leaflet is still deceptive, at least it is not trying to imply that the power station would be accepted under the official GreenPower scheme.

“NSW Planning Minister Kristina Keneally should not fall for SEFE’s spin. This plant would be bad news for the forests and bad news for the climate. It should be rejected,” Dr Kaye said. 
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